
NEW YORK
STATE OF
OPPORTUNITY,

Parks, Recreation
and Historic Preservation

ANDREW M. CUOMO ROSE HARVEY
Governor Commissioner

July 28, 2016
Via Email and Regular Mail

Lisa Kim Pelcyger
Ground Water Compliance Section, USEPA
290 Broadway, 20th Floor
New York, NY 10007-1866
Email: kim.lisa@epa.gov

Re: USEPA SDWA-UIC-IR-14-001
New Installation/Closure Plan for Hither Hills State Park Preserve, NYSOPRHP

Dear Ms. Pelcyger:
Attached please find the UIC New Installation/Closure Plan for the Hither Hills State Park Preserve on
Long Island. The plan is being submitted to meet the requirements promulgated under the Safe Drinking
Water Act regulations for new installations (40CFR Part 144.83) and for injection well closures (40 CFR
Part 144.89). The New York State Office of Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation plans to upgrade
all large capacity and non-large capacity cesspools to sanitary systems with appropriately-sized septic
tanks and leaching areas, decommission and close sanitary systems no longer in use, and install new
systems with septic tanks and leaching areas.

All work will proceed in accordance with the USEPA Region 2 Guidance Document, Instructions for
Class V Remediation Closure Plan dated March 16, 2015, and New York State DEC requirements for
installation of new sanitary systems. Upon completion of construction, a "Final Remediation/Closure
Plan" and updated EPA inventory forms will be submitted to document the final site as-built conditions.

If you have any questions regarding the plan, please do not hesitate to contact me at 631-321-
3533 or scott.fish@parks.ny.gov, or Thomas LaGuardia, PE at Cashin Associates, PC at 631-348-
7600 or tlaguardia@ca-pc.com.

Very truly yours,

Scott Fish
Capital Facilities Regional Manager II, NYSOPRHP

cc: Paul J. Laudato, General Counsel, NYSOPRHP (via email)
Kathleen L. Martens, Supervising Attorney NYSOPRHP (via email)
Joe Sun PhD, NYS Department of Environmental Conservation
Gregory T. Greene, Cashin Associates, P.C.
Thomas LaGuardia, PE, Cashin Associates, P.C.

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation
625 Belmont Ave., W, Babylon, NY 11704 • P.O. Box 247 Babylon, NY 11702 • (631) 321-3500 • www.nysparks.com
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Hither Hills State Park 
New Installation/Closure Plan for Class V  

Underground Injection Wells 
 
 
 
Location:  Hither Hills State Park 
   164 Old Montauk Highway 
   Montauk, New York  11954 
 
Contact Person: Scott Fish, P.E. 
   Capital Facilities Regional Manager  
   New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation 
   Long Island Region 
   Belmont Lake State Park 
   P.O. Box 247 
   Babylon, NY 11702-0247 
   631-321-3533 
 

DESCRIPTION OF PARK 

Hither Hills State Park offers visitors scenic picnic areas and fireplaces, sport fishing, a sand ocean 

beach, playing fields, a playground and a 168-site campground on the ocean.  Anglers can fish year-

round and obtain permits to fish at night.  The unique “walking dunes” of Napeague Harbor are located 

on the eastern boundary of the park, which also has woodlands filled with Russian olive, oak, shad and 

pine trees.  Bridle paths and hiking, nature, biking and cross-country ski trials are available. 

 

DESCRIPTION OF WORK 

Attachment 1 is a spreadsheet showing both the new work and planned injection well closure at Hither 

Hills State Park.  The work consists of upgrading large capacity cesspools to code compliant septic 

systems, repairing or replacing septic tanks that no longer function correctly, upgrading all other 

cesspool system to septic systems, and decommissioning and closure of systems no longer in use. The 

closure of on-site systems will be performed in accordance with EPA Region 2 Underground Injection 

Control (UIC) Program Instructions for Class V Remediation/Closure Plans (March 16, 2015).  
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PROCEDURES PURSUANT TO EPA REGION 2 

A. Site Schematic 

A site plan is attached (Attachment 2) showing all buildings on the site and all sanitary outfalls 

(outfalls 1 through 15). A description of the work planned at each outfall is found in 

Attachment 1. The plans and specifications associated with the new installation and 

decommissioning of the systems no longer needed will be submitted to the New York State, 

Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) Region 1 for approval before 

proceeding with the work.  Construction is anticipated to begin in the spring of 2017 and be 

completed in the Winter of 2018. 

B. Description of Business 

Hither Hills State Park offers camping, biking, fishing, hiking, paddle boarding, wind surfing, 

four wheel drive beach access along with many planned recreational programs for the parks’ 

visitors.  It has more than a quarter of a million visitors each year. 

C. Description of Fluids Injected 

The on-site systems treat only sanitary human waste. No known drains which could permit 

chemicals or industrial waste to enter the sanitary waste are connected to these systems.  

D. Connection Between Drains and Injection Wells 

The engineering firm of Cashin Associates, P.C. (CA) 1200 Veteran’s Memorial Highway, 

Hauppauge, NY 11788, assisted by a utility mark out company, and verified connection of all 

drains to the subject injection wells. They utilized visual inspection, dye tests and ground 

penetrating radar to determine drain locations.  

E. Description of Permanent Closure 

Attachment 3 is a detailed specification for closure of injection wells associated with the on-site 

sanitary systems.  

F. Contaminant Removal 

While we do not expect to encounter hazardous waste/soils based on our investigations, if they 

are encountered all waste/contaminated soils will be removed from in and around the cesspools 

until visibly clean soil is reached. Removal will be by excavation. Disposal of the waste will 

follow the requirements of 6 NYCRR Part 360. Note that Attachment 5, Section 21500 of the 

specification requires both visual inspection and the use of a PID hand-held VOC monitor at 

each injection well. Liquid wastes will be removed by a Suffolk County licensed hauler and 

disposed at a licensed scavenger waste facility.  
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G. On-site Storage of Excavated Material 

On-site storage of material found to be hazardous will be in tarp covered roll off containers 

until disposal.  

H. Waste characterization 

We reference section II – A.1 of USEPA Region 2 UIC Program Instructions, “Large capacity 

cesspools that have received only sanitary waste”. From the Region 2 Instructions, which 

discuss well specific sampling requirements, “Large Capacity” means serves or designed to 

serve 20 or more people per day. The cesspools must be pumped out and the wastes must be 

disposed of properly by a licensed hauler. Excavation, end-point sampling and analysis are 

typically not required. The waste/fluids that entered the Class V wells previously were 

untreated sanitary waste containing human excreta. Thus no testing will be conducted, other 

than visual inspection and use of a hand-held VOC monitor.  

I. Backfill 

Sites will be backfilled with clean inert sand.  

J. Final Report 

A Final Remediation/ Closure Report will be issued upon completion of the construction 

project closing the subject class V wells. In addition updated EPA Inventory Forms will be 

submitted based on as-built drawings of the construction. Construction is expected to be 

completed in the Winter of 2018. The reports will be sent to:  

 
Chief 
Ground Water Compliance Section 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
290 Broadway, 20th Floor 
New York, NY 10007-1866 
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Attachment 1 

WORK PLAN 

 





 

Attachment 2 

SITE PLAN OUTFALL LOCATIONS 

 





 

Attachment 3 

UNDERGROUND INJECTION CONTROL  

STRUCTURE CLOSURE SPECIFICATIONS 

 

 














